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EXTEACTS FEOM THE JOUENAL OP SUEGEON EB- 
ENEZEE ELMEE OP THE NEW JEESEY CONTI- 
NENTAL LINE, SEPTEMBEE 11-19, 1777. 

Contributed by John Nixon Brooks. 

Dr. Ebenezer Elmer, born in Cedarville, Cumberland 
County, New Jersey, was a grandson of Rev. Daniel Elmer, 
wbo came from Connecticut in 1727. After finishing 
his academical education, he was prepared for the practice 
of medicine by his eldest brother, Dr. Jonathan Elmer. 
When about to establish himself in his native town, the war 
for independence broke out, and he determined to enter the 
military service. On February 18, 1776, he was commis- 
sioned an Ensign in the Third New Jersey Infantry, Col. 
Elias Dayton, and in April following promoted a Lieuten- 
ant, participated in the Expedition to Canada, and served 
until the expiration of the term for which the troops were 
enlisted. In April of 1777, he was appointed Surgeon's 
Mate, and on July 1, 1778, Surgeon of the Second New 
Jersey Infantry and served to the close of the war, when he 
returned to his home and practiced his profession. Dr. 
Elmer participated in the battles on the Brandywine and 
Monmouth, served in Sullivan's expedition against the In- 
dians, and was present at the capture of Yorktown. Ex- 
tracts from his military journals, — the Canada Expedition 
and Sullivan's Expedition, — have been published by the 
New Jersey Historical Society. 

Prom 1789-1795, Dr. Elmer served as a member of the 
Assembly and in 1791 and 1795 as its Speaker. About 
this time he gave up his practice as a physician and moved 
upon a farm in the vicinity of Bridgeton. In 1801, he was 
elected a member of Congress and served six years, as a 
supporter of Jefferson's administration. In 1808 he was 
appointed Collector of Customs at Bridgeton (to which 
town he removed), and held it with the exception of five 
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years until 1832, when he resigned. He was vice-president 
of the State Council 1807-1815; vice-president of Burling- 
ton College, 1808-1817, and again 1822-1832. His mili- 
tary life and fondness for military pursuits led to his ap- 
pointment of Adjutant General of the State Militia, and for 
many years be commanded the Cumberland County Brigade 
— during the last war with England commanding the troops 
stationed at Billingsport. He closed a long life of activity 
and usefulness October 21, 1843, aged 91 years, and is buried 
in the cemetery of the Presbyterian church at Bridgeton. 
At the time of his death, he was President of the New Jer- 
sey Society of the Cincinnati, and the last surviving officer 
of the New Jersey Line of the Revolutionary army. 

Thursday Sept". 11th 1777. Having Previously Posted 
ourselves on the Banks of the Brandywine River on each 
side Chads ford about 7 ° Clock this morning Intelligence 
Came that the Enemy were advancing on towards us soon 
after which the alarms Guns were fired. About 8 the ad- 
vanced Guards Consisting Chiefly of Hessians Hove in sight 
on the Eminences on the Other side when Gen 1 . Maxwell 
with his light troops advanced on towards them & began a 
pretty brisk fire in which tis said he killed 250. These 
being repulsed a Column came on to their assistance & be- 
gan a sharp Canonading & our troops retreated back & soon 

after Came over at this time 3 batteries ours opened 

on the enemy & a very severe Canonading at Random was 
kept up on both side for some time & then abated a little 
the most of the Enemy disappearing. The Gen 1 , supposing 
he might attempt to Cross at a ford 1 J miles above dispatched 
Gen 1 . Sullivens Division thither. It now from one to 3 re- 
mained pretty quiet except now & then a few random balls. 
At length the Gen 1 , got information that a body were gone 
up to Cross Jone's ford 6 miles above Chad's's but the 
reports were so Contradictory that it was difficult to make 
a proper disposition ; however Sterling & Stevens Divisions 
were sent to join Sullivan on the right we marched on some 
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distance till we Came in Sight of the Enemy who had 
Crossed the river & were coming down upon us ; we formed 
ab'. 4 "Clock on an Eminence, the right being in y e woods, 
presently a large Column Came on in front playing y" 
Granediers March & Now the Battle began w h proved Ex- 
cessive severe the Enemy Came on with fury our men stood 
firing upon them most amazingly, killing almost all before 
them for near an hour till they got within 6 rod of each 
other, when a Column of the Enemy came upon our right 
flank w h Caused y m to give way w b soon extended all along 
y" line ; we retreated & formed on y" first ground and gave 
y m another fire & so continued on all y e way, but unfortu- 
nately for want of a proper Retreat 3 or 4 of our pieces 
were left on y e first ground. Whilst we were engaged on 
the right another body of the Enemy Came over Chad's 
ford & attacked Gen 1 Waynes Division & Gen 1 Maxwells 
troops, Proctors Battery Were playing upon them, here our 
people likewise gave way but contended obstinately, at 
length they got possession of 3 or 4 pieces of our Cannon 
& then our Troops retired bringing off y" rest. Gen 1 . 
Greens Divisions being a reserve were sent & part of Nash's 
Brigade were sent to their assistance on y e right but it was 
almost night before they came up, they gave the Enemy 
some smart fire & it Coming on night they retired also. 
We all made for Chester & were ordered to assemble there. 
Cap'. Stout Sergl Armstrong & 2 Privates of our Eegt. 
were killed on y" Ground, Col°. Shreve & 7 wounded ; only 
1 mortal ; — Morgan, LaFayette & Gen 1 . Woodford — . I be- 
ing excessive tired stopped at ab'. 12 "Clock just 

without y" town having sent on a waggon load of wounded. 
Die Veneris IB'". Our men tho' fatigued were ordered on 
over Schuylkill. I went in pursuit of y* waggon of wounded 
in w h I had thrown my Napsack & Coat, found they had 
left the wounded & drove on, so I was obliged to follow y" 
Reg*, without my Coat. We travelled on over Schuylkill & 
they went up to y 8 falls, I into town & Staid all night — 
Cloudy & Cool — 
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Die Saturni IS"" Sept". 77. Went to See Col". Shreve at 
the old Ferry & after dinner to y* Regiment. Cloudy — Cool 
Day. 

In orders the Gen 1 , thanked those officers and Soldiers 
who had gallantly fought in their Countrys Cause, & if Any 
of their Conduct bespoke a different treatment & their names 
were not pointed out to him he left them to seriously con- 
sider how much they had Injured their Country & tho' that 
day was something unfortunate yet from every Information 
it appeared the enemies loss was vastly superior to ours & 
He doubted not with the blessing of heaven w h it was every 
officers & Soldiers duty humbly to supplicate we should 
shortly be able to totally defeat them. The Congress had 
ordered 30 Hogsheads of Rum to the Army to be distri- 
buted at y 8 will of y° Commander in Chief. He ordered the 
Commissary Gen 1 , of Issues to deliver every officer & sol- 
dier a gill p r Day till the whole is Issued. 

No soldier to be out of hearing of the Drums of their re- 
spective Parades under pain of death ; nor officer as they 
value y' service or dread Cashiering. 

By what I can learn our loss does not exceed 600 killed 
& missing perhaps 20 wounded & that the Enemies loss is 
2000 killed & wounded— 

Die Mis U Sepf. 1777. By Request of Col°. Shreve I 
went to Philad*. to attend him, we went on board a shallops 
& set sail for Bordentown ; It being very Calm we got ab'. 
15 miles & were obliged to drop Anchor & wait the Tide. 
In Evening we weyed anchor & rowed up near Bordentown 
& staid. 

Die Lunee 15 th Sepf, 1777. "Weighed Anchor & stood up 
to "White Hill a mile below Bordentown, Came up to the 
wharf & got y e Col", up to the widow Fieldings living on y* 
banks. She rec d . it kindly. We dined & drank wine with 
her till near night when she had her carriage tackled & a 
Negro sent to drive us. At parting she requested I would 
Come & See her again before I went to Camp, w h I prom- 
ised if possible, we drove on to Thomas Curtisses Brother- 
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in-Law to y e Col . & staid all night, 6 miles from Borden- 
town. 

Die Martis 16 th Sepf 1777. Staid here all Day w h was 
Cloudy & Some rain. Mr. Bowman Came here from Camp 
this evening. The Army had moved over Schuylkill some 
Distance up ye Lancaster Road & were going on when he 
left them. 

Die Mereurii 17 th Sepf 1777. Cloudy K E. weather- 
staid in House all day — wrote a letter to Jona" Bowen & 
Dr. Howel & Dav d . Dare, & sent them by Mr. Bowman. 

Die Jovis 18 th . Sepf. 1777. Went to Trentown to get 
some dressings for y° Col , thigh I returned. 

Die Venevis 19 th Sepf. 1777. Clear pleasant Day. 



